CLEMENCEAU  AND  GERMANY

purpose of criticising the German people, I am trying to
describe their state of mind towards us. ...

" And now what of us, the French people ? The people of
France are a people of idealism, of criticism, of indiscipline,
of wars, of revolutions. Our character is ill adapted for con-
tinuous action ; doubtless the French people have magnificent
impulses, but. as the poet says, their height has ever been
measured by the depth of their fall."

After a survey of " the terrible year " and its results, the
orator recounts what difficult work it was that Frenchmen had
to carry out after the collapse. It was not only that they had to
change their Government, but this Government must be taught
how to govern itself.

" That has created a hard situation for us. We are absorbed
in this great task. We hope to bring it to a successful con-
clusion. The intervention of public opinion to-day in its own
affairs, calmly, soberly, without a word of braggadocio, that is
one of the best signs that France has yet given.

" The work we have done must be judged not by what we see
but by the ideas, the spirit that we have breathed into the heart
of all French citizens/'

After giving conclusive proof that in 1875, in the Schnabele
affair, as well as at Tangier, Morocco and Casablanca, Germany's
policy had been to wound, weaken and irritate France, Clemen-
ceau wound up as follows :

" In all good faith we desire peace, we are eager for peace
because we need it in order to build up our country. But if
war is forced upon us we shall be there! The difficulty between
Germany and ourselves is this: Germany believes the logical
consequence of her victory is domination. We do not believe
that the logical consequence of our defeat is vassalage. We are
peaceful but we are not subjugated. We do not countersign
the decree of abdication and downfall issued by our neighbours.
We come of a great history and we mean to continue to be
worthy of it. The dead have created the living: the living
will remain faithful to the dead.'*
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